HOPALONG CASSIDY 




PERMIT ME TO PA V VCU FOR ANV INCONVENIENCE YCU 
MAY HAVE SUFFERED FROM MV HAVING R OBBED XU. 



Fn THE ANNALS OF WESTERN OUTLAWS, A SPECIAL niche must] 
[BE RESERVED FOR THE STRANGE THIEF WHO ROBBED HIS V/C- | 
TIMS— AND THEN PROMPTLY RETURNED THE LOOT— PLUS SOME i 
EXTRA MONEY FOR THE DELAYS AND INCONVENIENCES HE 
CAUSED THEM ! EVEN HOPALONQ CASSIDY. SHERIFF OF TWIN 
RIVERS, WAS BAFFLED BY THESE UNUSUAL ANTICS- UNTIL 
THE ROBBERIES SUDDENLY TURNED GRIM AND REAL AND I 
BROUGHT TO AN ACTION-PACKED CLIMAX ... 



ROPALONG CASSIDY 




THE BUFFALO FLATS' STAGE GRINDS TO A DUSTY 



HOW SOON WILL You BE GOING BACK TO BUFFALO FLATS, DRIVER' 



' BUT UNFORTUNATELY, THE STAGECOACH 



ONE AFTERNOON A FEW PAYS LATER, AS THE 
BUFFALO FLATS STAGE ROC NS ALONG THE 

ROAD TO TWIN RIVERS’... > 

-r f WELL, WOULDN'T 

PULL UP, DRIVER' ] l YUH KNOW IT ! 



ICS, BUT UNFORTUNATELY THE STAGECOACH ’ 
WASN'T HELP UP( ANP I WANTED 7D RIPE THIS 
STAGE TILL SOMEBOPY ROBS IT! BUT MAYBE 
1% GOING ABOUT THIS THE WRONG WAV' A 

locoT plumb )71f 

« LOCO/ j --' J 



I HAD A GREENHORN FROM BACK- 



EAST RIDIN' WITH ME FER A WE! 
JUST WAITIN' FER THIS STAGE 
TO GIT ROBBED / FIRST TIME H 
AIN'T on ir-I GET HELP UP/ 



ASPLENPIP Jl 
WATCH, SIR/- ] 
THOSE RINGS J 
ARE REALLV * 
LOVELY, MA'AM' 



tdl-VOU'RE GIVING 'v 
ME MY WALLET BACKl' 
B-BUT »U HAVEN'T 7 
TAKEN OUT THE y 
MONEY INSIPE 



Twoulp BE 
dishonest/ 



HOPALONG CASSIDY 




HAW, LOOKIT 
MOUNT HIS H 
JNST EAT? O' T 



IHUNDFR l 

£A LIGHTNIN' . 
’friendly r, 



I TRUST THEBE SILVER * . 

DOLLARS WILL RECOMPENSE’ 
®U FOR I HE INCONVENIENCE . 
L.I CA'USEP YOU, MA'AM 



\STILL, DRIVER, 
I YOU MUST 



IEST GALOOT I EVER SAW' 
iN' THAT LOCO PASSENGER 
? WHO WANTEP TO GIT HIM- ' 
ROBBEP Yi'OULPMAKE A , 
; PAIR 



.V HELP LIP ev THE 
-ALWAYS WITH THE S 



/A PROFITABLE 
PEL AV FOR B 
ALL OF US/J 



I IF THIS KEEPS 
UP, I'M GOING 
TO RETIRE AN' I 
BUY MY OWN A 
. STAGE 



LANP NOW A ^ 

LITTLE SOMETHING EXTRA- 
\ FOR THE DRIVER ft — < 



BIGHT.. 



MILES FROM 



HOPALONG CASSIDY 




I THE GUNMEN DON THE IE NEW COSTUMES.. 



SOON, AS THE BUFFALO FLATS STAGE 
RATTLES ALONG A ROCKY TRAIL... 



'THE GET-UP? ) HAVEN'T YOU HEARD? )' 
FOLKS HEREABOUTS / 

■JKf' DON'T IMND GETTING 1 — 

MIT < - - ' FRIENDLY 

m-iv \ th/ef! they don't even 

f PUT UP A FIGHT / IT'LL BE 
V THE EASIEST HOI. PUPS WE 
EVER PULLED/ 



REIN UP. 
DRIVER f 



PfTHE FRIENDLY Z 
t V THIEF / G LAP ID 
^ SEE y DU ! I'VE 
RUN OUT O' SPENDIN' 
/KONEV THIS WEEK I 



TEN MILES FURTHER WEST. THE CALICO 
GAP STAGE IS HALTED AT THE SA/AE TIME., 



MEANWHILE, A THIRD HOLDUP IS BEING CO/A- 
MITTEP'AT INDIAN NOTCH... F- ~" 



.THE FRIENPLT 
\ THIEF 
> J DOUBLE— 

J US' HE KEPT 
'our valuables; 



CDN'T MINP LETTIN' VOU 2 ~ 
KNOW I HAVE My MONTHLY 
PAYROLL IN THIS WALLET, . 
FRIENDLY THIEF! BE- 
CAUSE r KNOW I'M GOIN', 
TO GET IT BACK— WITH i 
SOMETHIN' EXTRA' 



; S£»r HE STRUCK Aiy HUSBAND DOWN 
WITH HIS GUN BARREL WHEN HE ASKEC 
HOW MANY SILVER DOLLARS HE WAS 
GOING TO GET THIS TRIP/ ;SOB; J'' 



HOLPUP VICTIMS COMPLAIN 



PIP VOU NOTICE ANYTHING UNUSUAL^^^B 
ABOUT THIS FRIENDLY THIEF 2 J HE | 
^ ^CALLED I 

r A BOTTLE 
OF SOPY I 
FOP I HAP-J 

vromc! 



IE . / AND MV ] HE ACTED LIXEl 

IY MORE/ J / DIAMOND 4. GREENHORN.' 

^ S. RING ANP A MOUNTEP HIS 

I HE STOLE TEN I BRACELET/ J BRONC FROM 
THOUSAND COL- V_^ _ THE RIGHT / 
LARS FROM MEM kMMfd 



FRIENDLY THIEF 



HOPALONG CASSIDY 




HE CALLED SOPA POP' TONIC"— AN EASTERN 
EXPRESSION/ HE DOESN'T KNOW HOW TO MOUNT 
A HORSE.' Allt> THOSE SILVER DOLLARS HE SAVE. 
OUT ARE NEW ISSUES, WITH SEVEN FEATHERS < 
INSTEAD OF EIGHT/ EVERYTHING POINTS TO THE 
FRIENDLY THIEF BEING, AN EASTERNER/ j— ' 



ONLY EASTERNER IN THESE 
PARTS IS PETE ROBE INS. ' 
[A IVINS IN THE TWIN RIVERS 



[ ROBBINS, I'AI CHARGING] 
VOU WITH ROBBERY— AS 1 
[THE FRIENDLY THIEF* 



ETE ' 

TO THE HOTEL'S REGISTRATION CLERK... 



rVES, I AO, HIT THE FR/EMPLvl^r A SMART iL. 
THIEF HOLDUPS / BUT I NEVER ^.TR/C<, TOO- 
KEPT THE THINGS I TOOK! BESIDES. \ UNTIL TO- 
I ALWAYS PAIP FOR ANY INCONVE- PAY WHEN ‘ 
NIENCE r CAUSEP THE PASSENGERS JvOU KEPT 

L-hBW r ■ \ _ n»L r _ THE LOOT , 

■HII CClflS'iBS/SkV r OF YOUR 

Hr! ^victims/ )» 



TODAY? I HAVEN'T BEEN OUT W’HE'S RIGHT, 
)CF NY ROOM. FOR THREE DAYS I) HDPPV! ONLY 
1 1 COULDN'T HAVE COMM IT TED J WAY IN OR OUT 

, THOSE ROBBERIES I OF HIS ROOAl IS 

■- HAST MY DESK / I EVEN 

m SERVED HIM HIS MEALS, 
MH6® VSw WHIL e He WROTE / 



VES, I'M A WRITER.' WHEN MV PUBLISHERS M 
ASKED ME TO WRITE A WESTERN NOVEL, t 
CAME HERE TO GET LOCAL COLOR. THE ONLY 
WAV I COULP KNOW HOW PEOPLE REACT , 
WHEN THEY ARE ROBBED WAS TO ROB THEM 
MYSELF AS THE FRIENDLY THIEF! SOME- 
ONE TOOK UP MY IPEA ANP TURNED IT IN TO _ 
REAL ROBBERIES/ ■ ■ 



SOME HOURS LATER, AT INPIAN NOTCH, HOP- 
ALONG PICKS UP THE TRAIL OF ONE OF THE 
FAKE FRIENDLY THIEVES... » 



HE'S WALRjNG^LAAre 



HOPALONG CASSIDY 




\fi'!FAST GALLOP SWINGS THE TWIN RIVERS 
I’ SHERIFF A HEAP OF THE OUTLAW, TO THE 
ROCKY BLUFFS’ ABOVE THE TRAII 



A THRUST OF HOPA LONG'S BOOT, ANDUS- 
SMALL AVALANCE THUNPEBS POWN ON 
THE STARTLEP OUTLAW,..! 



HERE'S WHERE I CAPTURE THE ) 
FIRST OF THESE PHONIES — 
WITH 1 THE HELP OF THESE ROOTS' 



WHILE HOPALONG IS BRINGING HIS PRISONER 1 
BACK TO JAIL, PETER ROBBINS SETS OUT IN ] 
THE BUFFALO FLATS STAGE— -m j 



ON 1CUR FEET, HOMBRE < WE'RE 
MAKING TRACKS FOR THE TWIN 



ZVf got to do something to make 
UP FOP ALL T/US TROUBLE I'VE CAUSED! , 
MAYBE I CAN CAPTURE ONc OF THOSE jit 
MASQUERADING OUTLAWS' 



OOOPS! 
GUN FLi 



LATER,, 



I'M CARRYING A SMALL A— 
PERRWGER UP MY SLEEVE, 



CALLED A" HOLD-\ 
OF MY WRIST WILL 
GUN FORWARD IN' 



OPPORTUNITY 
r'VE BEEN <■ 
WAITING FOR! 




HOPALONG CASSIDY 




'Jk frienplv thief outlaw clobbers pet, 
ROBBINS ALONGSIPE THE HEAP, SO THAT HE 
TOPPLES BACKWARP... 



=OR BEIN' SUCH A. WISE GUV, IW 
'AKIN' VOU BACK TO OUR HIPEOUT' 

' GOT AN I PEA ' _ > 



5C.HE HOURS LATER', PEEP I 
THE LINE CABIN... , ' — 

J A PEAL 

OUTLAW HIPEOUT / WONPER- 
rUL ! I CAN PESCRIBE IT < 
ACCURATELY NOW! IT WILL 
GIVE AW BOOK PERFECT - 
ferp- REAL ISA\ ‘ 






I’.H IVRITIN'A LETTE 
HC^ALONS C4SS/PY- 
HIM WE'LL TRAPE HI. 



uu ROBBINS ■ 

FOR PUSTV; HE'S GOT TO LET *-5 
o"^ r „ -op Be responsible . 



PUSTV GO — ^ 

FOR THIS GUY'S MURPER , 



^ ROBBINS," 
BLABBERIN' 
ABOUT 



I NEXT PAY, HOPALONG CASS/PY APPEARS AT 
ARROW ROCK WHERE THE PRISONER EXCHANGE 

| IS TO BE MAPS.. . ff —j- T »~ TT , ’ i i n-ffuJ Tfrt 



FROAI A NEARBY KNOLL, ANXIOUS EYES 
WATCH HOPALONG 'Sr MOVEMENTS... 



PUSTV'S SIT TIN' POT 
AGAINST THE ROCK 
OFF WITH ROBBINS 
INSTRUCTIONS ! LE 



HOPALONG CASSIDY 




JUT A6 THE TWO OUTLAWS WALK TO WARP ARROW ROCK, THE ROPES FALL AWAY . 
PUSTY'S WRISTS ANP HIS CLOTHES PROP OFP,.. r -j- 



r PECIPEP TO PULL 
A MASQUERADE - 
.TRICK OF MV OWN I J 



HEYj THAT AIN'T PUSTY! ) f IT'S CASSIDY ' E-BUT ' 
;/■ l I DON'T UNDERSTANP- 



MV HORSE TOPPER ROPE \ 
OFF WITH A DUMMY MAPS UP ’ 
TO LOOK LIKE ME' MEANWHILE , 

I EI6SEP MVSELF UP IN . - 

PUSTY'S CLOTHES— 

WHICH HDU CAN HAVE J 

BACK I 



I'P LET DUSTY (50, PIP - 
YOU ? ALL MDU RP WAS 
GIVE ME AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO CATCH THE REST OF - 
~^r HIS SANS/ 



ALONG CASSIDY RECEIVES A 
I BOOK IN THE MAIL... mb 





